new letters from Silvertonians - need responses

Sabrina Forrest Jennifer Lane, Daniel Heffernan, Martin Hestmark, Carol

Campbell, Steven Way, Richard Sisk, Mike Rudy 10/25/201103:00 PM

Sabrina Forrest/R8/USEPA/US

Jennifer Lane/R8/USEPA/US, Daniel Heffernan/R8/USEPA/US, Martin Hestmark/R8/USEPA/US, Carol
Campbell/R8/USEPA/US, Steven Way/R8/USEPA/US, Richard Sisk/R8/USEPA/US, Mike Rudy/R8/USEPA/US
Michael Holmes/R8/USEPA/US@EPA, Steve Wharton/R8/USEPA/US@EPA

All, One is a copy of an older letter to the Editor of the Silverton Standard; just received a copy in the mail.
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TedWToms letter to EPA.pdf Kevin E Baldwin letter to EPA pdf Pete Maisel Ltrto Editor 10_15_11 .pdf

Sincerely,

Sabrina Forrest

Site Assessment Manager

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1595 Wynkoop Street, Mail Code: 8EPR-B
Denver, CO 80202-1129

Direct Ph: 303-312-6484

Toll Free: 1 800-227-8917, 312-6484
Fax: 303-312-6065

Agency Cell: 303-589-1286

E-mail: forrest.sabrina@epa.gov

NOTICE: The information contained in this e-mail is intended only for the use of the recipient(s) named
above. This message and any attachments may contain confidential or privileged information. If the reader
is not the intended recipient or an agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you have
received this document in error and any review, dissemination, disclosure, distribution, use, or copying of the
contents of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify
me immediately by e-mail or telephone and destroy all copies of the original message and any attachments.



Ted W. Toms
P.O. Box 465
Silverton, CO 81433
303-882-5107

October 18, 2011

Ms. Sabrina Forrest

Site Assessment Manager

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1595 Wynkoop Street

Denver, CO 80202-1129

Dear Ms. Forrest:

There has been considerable attention given to the possible designation of the Cement Creek
area of San Juan County in Southwest Colorado as a “Superfund” site. | am writing to you to
voice my strong opposition to this action. My opposition is based on the following reasons:

(1) Since the demise of mining in Silverton and San Juan County, our home has
depended virtually solely on tourism for our very existence. As |’'m sure you are
aware, anytime an area is designated a “Superfund” site, mental images of the worst
kind are conjured up. It is almost a certainty that this area being labeled with that
designation would basically destroy our very survival as a community because our
main source of existence would be destroyed. Tourists do not want to visit an area
that has a false image of being a dirty, unsafe and undesirable area.

(2) The designation would remove our ability as a community to control the situation in
a manner that would be most advantageous to us. With all due respect, outsiders
coming in and deciding what is best for us is not in our best interests. | am sure the
EPA has our best interests in mind, but the problem is, EPA does not know what is in
our best interest.

(3) I believe every option available should be utilized to clean up the Cement Creek area
before there is even a discussion of the possibility of a “Superfund” designation.
That designation should be the absolute last resort.

(4) Sunnyside Gold along with the Animas Stakeholders Group have put forward a viable
option that would address the problem and accomplish the desired results. There
are numerous advantages to Sunnyside’s approach:

(@) The vast knowledge that Sunnyside Gold and the Animas Stakeholders
Group has of this area, its topography, geology, and other particulars that
would be important considerations when determining the approach to clean-
up.

(b) Sunnyside also has vast experience in reclamation of mining sites. This
knowledge and experience would be invaluable in achieving the desired
results and should not be underestimated.





(c) Sunnyside’s Reclamation Manager, Mr. Larry Perino, also has many years of
overseeing reclamation projects, with great success. Also, being a resident of
this community, he is uniquely qualified to be able to accomplish the task
and at the same time, be able to maintain an interest in the community that
is and has always has been his home. Mr. Perino’s knowledge and
experience would also be invaluable to this project and should not be
ignored.

(d) Silverton/San Juan County still has a number of individuals who worked all
their lives in the mining industry and have assisted in reclamation projects
throughout San Juan County. In addition, employing some of these
experienced people would be a tremendous boost to the local economy. In
our very small community, an operation of any type that may provide even
five jobs would help our community tremendously.

It is a given that everyone desires clean water and every effort should be taken to ensure that
we protect our environment, within reason. However, the human factor must be considered
when contemplating designating a community a “Superfund” site. It is absolutely imperative
that every option be considered before taking such drastic action. | sincerely believe we can
clean up the Cement Creek area and at the same time, protect our homes and our livelihood.

I trust you and the EPA will take into consideration the impact a “Superfund” designation would
have on our home and come to the conclusion that there are alternate options that would
accomplish the desired results without destroying our area, its economy and our homes.

Sincerely,

'y , /
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Ted W. Toms
Silverton, Colorado






Dear Sabrina Forrest: October 23, 2011

I recently became aware that the United States EPA is in the process of turning Cement Creek, and
possibly other adjacent areas into a Superfund site. Asa resident of Silverton, Colorado I strongly
oppose the EPA’s efforts to make Cement Creek, and its adjacent areas a Superfund site.

Environmental issues in the Silverton area are a matter of local concern. As such, decisions how to
address these issues should be made by residents who live and work in the area, and are in the best
position to assess costs and benefits associated with local activities. We have a local stakeholder group
= The Animas River Stakeholders Group (ASRG) dedicated to addressing water quality issues. The ASRG
is committed to finding practical and cooperative solutions to existing water quality issues, and is not
handcuffed by the burdensome procedures and inflexible cleanup standards imposed by an EPA
Superfund designation.

I am respectfully requesting this matter regarding Cement Creek be left under the direction of the ASRG,
and the local citizens of Silverton. They are not the Federal Government, and are in the best position to
find sensible, cost-effective solutions to this local issue.

Sincerely,

Kevin E. Baldwin
PO Box 283
Silverton, Colorado 81433






Editor, Silverton Standard
CC: Sabrina Forrest , Site Manager Assessment Mgr.

October 15, 2011

Editor,

Designating the Upper Cement Creek area a Superfund site would be the wrong approach
to efficiently and effectively improve the water quality of the Animas River. A Superfund
designation would impose upon the area a costly and inflexible governmental process. It
would discourage cooperative, locally-driven solutions to a matter of local concern.
Placing the Superfund tag on our area would, no doubt, trigger lawsuits among EPA and
those who might otherwise be available to fund reasonable cleanup efforts. In this
scenario, only the lawyers get paid.

I have worked for Sunnyside Gold/Kinross as they have continually moved forward in
their efforts to reclaim and revegetate the areas they are responsible for. 1 have found
them to be honest and sincere in their efforts. I have fertilized, planted and replanted
areas that struggle to vegetate due to high altitude and rocky ground. I have never been
told just to let it be. The company has always come back to me with another, “Let’s try
this.” I do not believe this is a company trying to walk away from their environmental
responsibility.

Working together to clean up the Animas River is the best path forward and I strongly
discourage the EPA from triggering the legal gridlock that will inevitably follow a
Superfund designation.

Pete Maisel
Owner
Maisel Excavation, LLC

P O Box 826
Silverton, CO 81433






